


Force, is defending former
Countrywide CEO Angelo
Morzilo against civil fraud
charges filed by the SEC.
He also helped both UC
Irvine and UCLA avoid
criminal charges when
prosecutors probed aspects
of their medical treatment
facilities.

At Caldwell, Leslie &
Proctor, a 24-lawyer busi-
ness litigation boutique in
downtown Los Angeles,
Michael Proctor recruited
David Willingham, former
deputy chief of the major
frauds unit in the Los An-
geles U.S. attorney’s office.
Proctor will represent for-
mer KB Home CEO Bruce
Karatz at his criminal trial
later this year for allegedly
backdating stock options.

Meanwhile, Willingham
represents a variety of
executives including Stan
Kurland, who departed as
Countrywide = Financial’s
CEQ in 2006, but was not
named in a recent SEC
complaint against former

executives.

“Our success has been built on the quality
of our lawyers,” Proctor said. “We can offer
the client a team of the best and the brightest
attorneys in town.”

There were other seismic shifts in the bar,
changing the landscape over the past year.

Bryan Daly and Peter Morris, who- had
both left boutique firms to join Mayer Brown,
decamped to Sheppard Muiiin Richter &
Hampton. Daly will be able to capitalize
on the ties to his longtime client Northrop
Grumman, where former Sheppard partner
Joseph Coyne Jr. recently became a deputy
general counsel. With thousands of employ-
ees around the world, the giant security
company often calls on Daly for internal in-
vestigations and other representation as it
tries to police itself.

James W. Spertus, aformer federal prosecu-
tor with his own law office in West Los Ange-
les, said he’s added several lawyers in the last
few years as older attorneys like Daly and
Mortis, of Sheppard Mullin and Marc¢ Har
tis, of Mayer Brown, disband small boutique
firms to join larger firms.

“My practice is really half just filling the
void as the old guard moves on,” Spertus said.
“We can do creative things that big firms can’t
do — hke Tl charge a flat fee for a ¢riminal
case.”

‘The pastyear proved that lawyers at all size
firms are willing to go to trial. Michael Attana-
sio, of Cooley Godward Kronish in San Diego,
Thomas Bienert Ir., of Bienert, Mﬁler, Weitzel
& Katzman in San Clemente and Thomas
McConville of Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe
in Irvine all succesfully defended clients that
prosecutors in the San Diego U.S. attorney’s
office had charged with securities fraud as
part of the Peregrine Systems Inc. accounting
fraud scandal. The juries hung in multiple tri-
als, and most of the defendants pleaded out in
deals that offered generous terms:

In Santa Ana later this year, Richard Mar-
miaro, of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &
Flom in Los Angeles will defend William
J. Ruehle, former chief financial. officer of
Broadcom, against _cha_rg‘es he ‘backdated
stock options. Ruehle is accused of oversee-
ing the largest alleged backdating fraud on
record, with the company already posting a
$2.2 billion accountmg restatement ‘

gabeuﬁ'zedman@dazl,murml comt


proctor

proctor


